William Stevens

Born 31 Aug 1828, Westbourne, West Sussex
Father, George Stevens (b. ca. 1801–05), farmer; mother, Charlotte Windebank; Westbourne (m. 22 Sep 1827)
Served in Royal Navy in Crimean War, 1854–1856
Migrated to Australian 1857, possibly on Kate Kearney
(Therefore, contrary to family lore, did not serve at Eureka Stockade in 1854.)
Married Susan Davies (born London), 26 years, 30 January 1862, Belfast (Port Fairy), Victoria
Died 27 Feb 1895, 67 years, Colac East, Victoria

Worked initially as a boatman in Port Fairy before joining lighthouse service.

Stevens, William	Water Police, Able Seaman	1858, -2	VPRS 937u477	29 yrs, 5′6″, blue eyes, brown hair, fair complexion, CofE, single, English, appointed 10/02/1858 (Victorian Public Record Series 937 unit 477 [Water Police])*

*Hand-annotated: "Possibly the same William Stevens from 'A Growing list - Port Phillip & Victorian pioneers known to have been in Williamstown' (Ada E. Ackerly, editor & contributor, Women of Williamstown, W'town City Council)"

Five children:
• Emily Catherine
	b. 5 March 1864, Port Fairy
	m. James Anderson
	d. 14 January 1896, Colac
• George Frederick William
	b. 6 March 1866 Port Fairy
	m. Emma Daws, 19 October 1893, Camberwell
	d. 4 November 1944, Point Lonsdale
• Annie Louisa
	b. 1870
	m. never
	d. 23 February 1931, Colac East
• Maud Josephine
	b. 1873
	m. never
	d. December 1954, Geelong
• Arthur Godfrey
	b. 1875
	m. never
	d. ???, Geelong?

Notes by Rubie Medic (née Stevens) Wilson to Fred Stevens, circa 1965:
“Do you remember that Grand Dad was in the Crimean War 1854–1856? He had a very badly injured leg. In later years he was not too nimble. A great favourite with the men of Colac. They insisted he was to play in the cricket mateches, but someone else took the runs for him.
“He did well to come out here so soon after the war. He was in the Navy, was he not? And wounded by a shell.” [Discussion of Eureka Stockade omitted.]
“Grand Dad was quite clever evidently for he used to make suits, and clothing, and all boots and shoes for the family.”

Death Notice Colac Herald, Friday 1 March 1895

STEVENS On the 27th inst. At his late residence ‘Otway Wild’, Colac East, William Stevens, aged 67 years. Funeral today at 11 o’clock for Colac Cemetery.

Unheaded obituary, same edition

Another well-known resident, Mr W. Stevens, of Colac East, died on Wed. morning, after an illness of only 10 days’ duration. The cause of death was inflammation of the bowels brought about by a chill. Deceased was greatly respected by all who knew him. Previous to settling down in Colac he filled the position of superintendent at the Gabo Island, Cape Schanck, Port Fairy, Warrnambool, Wilson’s Promontory, Geelong and Cape Otway lighthouses. He served in the British navy for 11 years, and used often to relate his stirring experiences during that time. He was also a member of the Victorian Police Force & prior to accepting the post of lighthouse keeper, serving altogether a term of 43 years in the British and colonial service. Mr Stevens, who was 67 years of age, had always been an enthusiastic cricketer. He leaves a family of five – two sons and three daughters. The funeral is announced to take place today at 11 o'clock, and the members of the Manchester Unity IOOF, to which deceased belonged, are requested to assemble at the lodge room at 10.15 a.m. in order to take part in the funeral.

*Likely the Water Police.

Ships served on in RAN

Jul 1853 Roxburgh Castle 45 (7)
Dec 1856 Acadia 117 (007)
Aug 1857 Eastern City 129 (004)
Nov 1857 Monarch of the Sea 135 (008)
Nov 1857 David G Fleming 136 (06)
Dec 1857 King of Algeria 138 (6)

Arrived in Australia on the Shalimar (1469 tons, built 1854 in St John's for Pilkington; master: A. Fortune) from Liverpool to Geelong. Likely departed UK on 20 August 1857 and arrived in Australia on 14 November 1857 (86 days). [The Shalimar also carried Pescott family members in the same year.]
